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New Option for Health Care Cos_t Containme,nt
The Forum of February 3
contai""iiecfan article about the
rising costs of health insurance to Grand Valley and
invited reactions from faculty
and staff. Kenneth Johnson,
professor of computer science
and mathematics, responded
with these comments to Personnel Officer D. Scott Richardson: "To be fair to all employees, the cost to th e
college per employee should be
the same regardless of the
plan they adopt," Johnson
said.
"Otherwise those who
choose l ess costly plans are
subsidizing the higher cost to
the college for those who
choose more costly plans."
Johnson's position is that
while employees should be
allowed to choose whichever
plan they prefer, an empl?yee
who chooses a more expensive
plan should be expected to pay
the difference.
That is · one ot the ideas
discussed among faculty and
staff. Other options being
considered are: increasing
deductibles and copays or
taking a managed health care
approach to reduce costs.
According to Tom Butcher,
Assistant to the Personnel
Officer, a · managed health care
service is a resource to help
faculty and staff become more
knowledgable about health care
alternatives such as: coordinated home health care to
shorten hospital stays,

The Grand valley Forua
is published by the Public
Relations Office. Publication schedule is every
Monday when classes are in
session during fall and
winter semesters, and every
other Monday during the
spring/summer session. Copy
deadline is the Tuesday
noon prior to publication.
All materials should be
sent to Sharon Coeling,
editor, Public Relations
Office, 26 zumberge
Library, GVSC, Allendale,
MI, 49401.
Telephone: 895-3221.

assistance in scheduling
second opinions, scheduling
lab tests as an outpatient
before admission into the
hospital, avoiding hospital
stays through outpatient
surgery, and avoiding unnecessary weekend hospital admissions. Managed health care
services work as health care
consultants with each individual rather than with the
insurance company or the
college.
"Unless we can control our
costs," says Butcher, "the
college will soon pay $150,000
more each year for those in
the Equitable plan than it

would pay it those same employees were in HMO's.
"The cost of health care
coverage for faculty and staff
already comprises about $320
of the total tuition a student
pays for a bachelor's degree,"
he continued.
"By adopting a
managed health care approach,
the college can keep the rates
for Equitable in line with
those of the HMO's. This
approach is the most attractive since it can have a
dramatic impact on health care
costs without changing the
pla n or shifting costs to
employees. While we realize

(Continued on page 5)

WGVC/WGVK Moves to
Curb Expenditures
In light of shortfalls
in the two most recent fund
drives for public television
stations WGVC/WGVK-TV,
Channels 35 and 52, General
Manager George E. Lott has
announced that the station is
taking the following measures:
"Michigan Journal," the
station's weekly magazinestyle survey of places, people
and events, is temporarily out
of production. The program,
which airs Fridays at 9 p.m.
and Sundays at 12:30 p.m., is
broadcasting repeat episodes
produced earlier in the
season.

Two open staff posit i ons
have been frozen, one in
engineering; the other the
producer/director post held by
Roy Dodman, who resigned.
The scheduled production of
a recent Grand Rapids Symphony
Orchestra concert has been
cancelled. This concert was
the third of four planned for
the current season. At this
point, production of the
fourth concert in May remains
tentative.
Lott announced the c ut backs
following a financial analysis
by station management. The

(Continued on page 2)

Twenty-Three Faculty
Granted Sabbaticals
Name
Richard Atkinson

Term
F 86

Description and Location
Engage in chemical research and
publish results. Western
Michigan University.

William Baum

W 87

Study the parallel between
Galileo's abandonment of final
and firmal cause and the
weakening of the concepts of
purpose and mind in recent social
science. Prepare and publish
manuscript. University of
Michigan and Michigan State
University.

(Continued on page 2)

~rD ~~ ~UM
Twenty-Three F acuity
Granted Sabbaticals
(Continued from page 1)
Name
Term

Description and Location

Robert Beasecker

AY 86-87

Obtain a ma·ster 's degree in
American Culture. Study archival
management and related fields at
the University of Michigan.

David Bernstein

W 87

Analyze and interpret data from
three years of research on
thinking patterns of students and
address several conceptual
problems which arise in the
teaching of critical thinking.
University of Massachusetts .

John Bornhofen

F 86

Complete textbook on the
financial system. GVSC and
London.

Walter Foote

AY 86-87

Supervise establishment of peer
tutoring program and conduct
teacher in-service training in
the teaching of writing.
Instituto Cultural MexicanoNorteamericano, Mexico.

Milton Ford

AY 86-87

Continue study of literature as
major resource for understanding
developmental issues in human
life and write a novel treating
in aesthetic form the meaningmaking in a person's life. Grand
Rapids.

James Grant

AY 86-87

Study written language disorders
i n learning disabled students.
University of Connecticut and/or
Northwestern University.

Judith Harpold

F 86

Research project to determine and
respond to questions and concerns
of first-year elementary
classroom teachers and/or fifthyear general education interns.
Area school systems.

Thomas Hendrix

F 86

Detailed mapping and structural
analysis of small fold/thrust
structure. Development of new
course(s) for General Education
Program. Montana and GVSC.

Richard Joanisse

W 87

Trace development of new
interpretive approach in the
social sciences through the works
of Clifford Geertz. Ann Arbor
and Chicago.

Robert Junn

F 86

Research and write a book:
Conflict Processes in the United
Nations: A Stud! of Law and
Politics in Col ective
Sanctions. University of
M1ch1gan.

Donald Klein

W 87

Update current copyrighted
professional accounting
development seminars and begin
developing a new seminar on
"Controlling Marketing Costs.•
Michigan.
(Continued on page 3)
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WGVC/WGVK
Moves to Curb
Expenditures
(Continued from page 1)
September illembership drive,
which had a goal of $250,000,
raised $191,000. The winter
drive, with a goal of
$450,000, raised $417,000.
One reason for the current
situation, Lott said, is a 20
percent increase in the number
of members who have chosen to
support the station using the
installment plan rather than
making a one-time, lump-sum
contribution.
In light of the present
financial situation, the
upcoming membership drive is
extremely important, said
Lott. The drive, scheduled
from February 28 to March 16,
is expected to raise $500,000
for operating expenses. Last
year's March drive, which also
had a goal of $500,000, raised
$504,000.

Coming Events
Donors Program Seminar
Set for Thursday

French Professor Ursula
Franklin will present a paper
entitled "The Role of the
Humanities and Comparative
Literature in Cross-National
Education" at a Phi Kappa Phi
Honors Program seminar on
Thursday, February 27, at
3 p.m. Franklin also presented this paper last June at the
University of Sarajevo in
Yugoslavia. The seminar will
be held in Room 216, Au Sable
Hall.
High School Wrestling Finals
On Campus Next Weekend

For the second year in a
row, Grand valley State will
host the Michigan High School
Athletic Association Class A
Lower Peninsula Wrestling
"Finals. They will be held on
Friday, February 28, and
Saturday, March 1.
Wrestlers will compete in
four sessions. Opening ceremonies are scheduled for 10:45
Friday morning with the first
session starting immediately
afterwards. The second
session will begin at 7 p.m.
Saturday's wrestling begins at
11 a.m. with the finals
scheduled for Saturday evening
at 6:45.
(Continued on page 3)
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Twenty-Three F acuity
Granted Sabbaticals
(Continued from page 2)
Name

Description and Location

Charles Knop

Term
W 87

Melvin Northup

W 87

Develop climatic models for
projecting growth and yields of
important crops. University of
Missouri, Columbia.

Margaret Proctor

AY 86-87

Finish Ph.D. dissertation on
"Voice: A Definition of Voice in
Writing and an Analysis of Voice
in student Writing." Michigan
and Chicago.

Enhance teaching effectiveness in
teaching general chemistry
courses by incorporating visual
presentations in lectures
illustrating chemical property or
principle. GVSC.

Stephen Rowe

F 86

Conduct study of Japanese Kyoto
school of philosophy, especially
works of Nishitani Keiji, and
write Western critical
interpretation. Grand Haven.

Louis Rus

w 87

Prepare materials to teach
linguistic theories and
terminologies needed to
understand and present grammar
found in elementary and secondary
English textbooks.

James Sanford

W 87

Research and develop case
problems for Law and Business
course: write a related paper for
publication in business law
journal. GVSC, Grand Rapids,
Grand Haven.

John Shontz

W 87

Conduct research in waterrelations physiology of desert
annual plants: publish results.
University of Arizona, Tucson.

Norman TenBrink

W 87

Analyze and interpret previous
Alaskan field research data and
publish articles on results:
prepare grant proposal for work
in summer 1987. University of
Colorado.

Irving Wasserman

W 87

Write and publish paper on how to
use Shakespeare in undergraduate
philosophy courses. Spring Lake.

Loretta Wasserman

W 87

Prepare book on American novelist
Willa Cather and the relationship
of her themes to the philosophy
of Henri Bergson. Spring Lake.
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Coming Events
(Continued from page 2)
Ticket prices are $2 for the
first three sessions and $3
for the finals.
A ticket for
all four sessions is $9.
Further information is available from , ooug Dowdy, tournament director, ext. 3228.
Roontiae Concert
Slated for Friday
On Friday, February 28,
Christopher Kantner, flutist,
and Julianne VandenWyngaard,
pianist, will present a
recital in Louis Armstrong
Theatre at 12 noon. The
recital is sponsored by the
Delta Gamma Chapter of Mu Phi
Epsilon, an international
music fraternity.
The program will include
works by Bach, Prokofieff, and
Bolling. Kantner and Vanden
Wyngaard will be assisted by
Professor Lee Copenhaver,
cellist.
Kantner is principal flutist
with the Grand Rapids Symphony
and has been studying music
since he was eleven years old.
He has participated in the
Canary Islands Opera Festival
Orchestra and is a member of
the Aspen Summer Music Festival Orchestra.
In 1978 he was
a finalist in the prestigious
Naumberg Competition.
Julianne VandenWyngaard,
pianist, is chair of the GVSC
Music Department. Her repertoire inqludes Bach, Mozart,
Chopin, Debussy, and contemporary composers such as Berg
and Ginastera.
She has soloed
with the Grand Rapids Symphony
orchestra, Arthur Fiedler
conducting, and with many
other orch es tras and chamber
ensembles.
The college community is
invited to attend the recital.
Donations to the Mu Phi
Scholarship Fund will be
accepted at the door.
COT Workshop Reminder
The Straight Talk in Writing
and Speaking Workshop by
Professor Sandra Edinger is
scheduled for Wednesday,
February 26, from 3 to
4:30 p.m. in Cabins A, B, and
C of the Kirkhof Center.
Those planning to attend must
make a reservation through the
Personnel Office, ext. 3215.
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Boar·d Selects Nobel Prize Winner as Degree Recipient
At its February 14 meeting,
the Board of Control approved
the awarding of an honorary
doctoral degree to Melvin
Calvin, a Nobel prize winning
chemist. The college will
award the degree at commencement ceremonies in M~y, where
Calvin will serve as commencement speaker.
Calvin, a chemistry professor at the University of California, Berkeley, received the
Nobel Prize in 1961 for his
pioneering work in photosynthesis. He has written seven
books and more than 600 technical publications. His most
recent research focuses on
developing principles of
photosynthesis as a renewable
energy resource.
College officials announced
at the meeting that Winnie
Mandela, wife of South African
anti-apartheid leader Nelson
Mandela, has been invited to
accept an honorary degree in
recognition of her civil
rights work. The college also
plans to offer an honorary
degree to Bozidar Matic,
former Rector of the
University of Sarajevo in
Yugoslavia. The invitation is
being offered in commemoration
of ten years of cooperative
educational arrangements
between GVSC and the
Yugoslavian institution.
In other business, the Board
unanimously re-elected Maxine
Swanson as Chairman for the
third consecutive year.
Swanson resides in Alma. She
is an administrative assistant
at Gratiot Community Hospital,
a licensed practical nurse,
and a certified medical
assistant. She was first
appointed to Grand Valley's
Board by former Governor
Milliken in November, 1981,
and was reappointed by
Governor Blanchard in April,
1983.
Paul A. Johnson was elected
vice chairman of the Board.
He resides in Grand Haven and
has been a Board member since
1968. He replaces William
Pickard, a Dearborn businessman, who has served as vice
chairman for the past year.

Three Grand Valley staff
members were re-elected to
their posts on the Board:
Arthur C. Hills, executive
assistant to the pr~sident of
Grand valley, as secretary;

Ronald F. vanSteeland, vice
president for administration,
as treasurer; and James L.
Willette, b~siness and finance
officer, a• ·~ssistant
treasurer. ·

Across Campus
Student Achievement Avard
Nominations Due

Lake Michigan Hall.
extension is 3384.

Nominations for the Kenneth
R. Venderbush Student Leadership Award are due in the Dean
of Students Office by Friday,
February 28. To qualify for
the award, a student must have
made a significant contribution to the Grand Valley
community by representing
students, participating on a
committee, or serving as a
leader in a student organization. The nominee must be
an undergraduate senior who is
enrolled full time and shows
evidence of successful
academic achievement.
The awards will be presented
at the annual Grand Valley
Awards Banquet, which will be
held on Wednesday, April 16.
Nominations should be sent to
Bart Merkle, Kirkhof Center,
in an envelope marked
"Confidential."

COIIIJllencement Regalia Reminder
Order deadline for custom
tailored commencement regalia
is February 28. Rental or
souvenir purchase orders must
be in by March 14. Information is available from Andrea
Burnell, ext. 3374.

ForWI Publication Schedule
The Forum will not be
published next week during the
college's spring break. The
next issue will be distributed
on Monday, March 10.
Director of Business
Services Appointed

Michael M. Doxey has joined
the Business and Finance
Office Staff as Director of
Business Services. His
responsibilities include risk
management, central purchasing, bookstore, printing and
photo copy services, and
vending and telephone
services. He will also serve
as liaison with the college's
food service contractor.
Doxey comes from Purdue
University North Central where
he was Director of Personnel/
Purchasing. His office is
located in the upper level of

His

Faculty and
Staff Sketches
At the annual meeting of the
Michigan Student Financial Aid
Association, Kenneth Fridsma,
director of financial aid, was
awarded the Distinguished
Service Award for his
"continuous and outstanding
service to the organization."
Only seven financial aid
professionals have received
this award in the past.
Curtis Jones, associate
professor of sociology,
recently made a presentation
entitled "Positive Aspects of
Cultural Diversity in Social
Environments" for the East
Hills Neighborhood Association. The presentation was
part of an evening program on
ethnic and cultural diversity
in the East Hills
neighborhood.
Six faculty members will be
making presentations at the
Michigan Association of
Computer Users in Learning
Conference in Grand Rapids on
March 13 and 14. Faculty
members and the titles of
their presentations are:
Gary Griffiths, associate
professor of mathematics and
computer science, on "Using
SPSS-X in Teaching
Statistics."
(Continued on page 5)
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Calendar of Events'·
Monday, February 24
12 noon: Lunchbreak. Theatre Ballet Company of Canada.
Free. Louis Armstrong Theatre.
7 p.m.: Martin Luther King, Jr. oratorical, artistic, and
writing competition finalists presentation. Kirkhof Center.
Tuesday, February 25
8 p.m~: Concert. Concert Band and Wind Ensemble.
Root,- conductor. Louis Armstrong Theatre.

William

Wednesday, February 26
3 p.m.: COT Workshop: Straight Talk in Writing and Speaking,"
by Sandra Edinger. Kirkhof Center.
5:30 p.m.: Women's basketball. Northern Michigan University
at GVSC.
7:30 p.m.: Men's basketball. Northern Michigan University at
GVSC.
Thursday, February 27
3 p.m.: Honors Seminar.
216, Au Sable Hall.

Ursula Franklin, presenter.

Room

Friday, February 28
11 a.m.: MHSAA Class A Wrestling Finals. Field House.
12 noon: Concert. Christopher Kantner, flutist, and Julianne
vanden Wyngaard, pianist. Donations to Mu Phi Scholarship
Fund accepted. Louis Armstrong Theatre.
7 p.m.: MHSAA Class A Wrestling Finals. Field House.
Thursday, February 27, Friday, February 28, and Saturday, March 1
11 a.m. each day: Women's swimming.
Independent Invitational, Chicago.

GVSC at Midwest

Friday, February 28, and Saturday, March 1
Wrestling.

NCAA II Nationals.

Saturday, March 1
11 a.m. and 6:45 p.m.: Wrestling.
Finals. Field House.

Edwardsville, IL.

MHSAA Class A Wrestling

Monday, March 3, through Friday, March 7
Spring break.

Faculty and
Staff Sketches
(Continued from page 4)
Georgianna glein, professor
of mathemiit ics and computer
science, ~n "Learning Geometry
with LOGO."
R.J. Planisek, associate
professor of management, and
Sandra Planisek, associate
professor of finance, on
"Personalized Student Files
with Visual Information."
R.J. Planisek will also
present "Microcomputer Hard
Disk Secondary Memory and
Backup."
Ralph Wiltse, associate
professor of mathematics and
computer science, on "A
Mathematical Word Processing
System."
Donald VanderJagt, professor
of mathematics and computer
science, serves as President
of the Michigan Association of
Computer Users in Learning.

New Option for
Health Care Cost
Containment
(Continued from page I)
that the majority of faculty
and ~taff have reviewed the
HMO option and decided that it
wasn't for them, managed
health care can be just as
effective in containing health
care costs."
Meetings will be held in the
future for faculty and staff
to discuss the managed health
care approach.

